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The M
ayflow

er w
as looking for V

irginia but 
landed in M

assachusetts.

The M
ayflow

er C
om

pact w
as signed on 

N
ovem

ber 11th, 1620 on board the 
M

ayflow
er shortly after she cam

e to 
anchor off P

rovincetow
n H

arbor.
The M

ayflow
er C

om
pact w

as signed by 41 
people

It w
as the first w

ritten governm
ent in the 

N
ew

 W
orld

E
very adult m

ale had to sign it

The original docum
ent has never been 

found, but the leader of the pilgrim
s 

preserved a copy and a list of those w
ho 

signed it.

W
h

e
n

/
Facts



R
e

lig
io

n
, P

o
litics, E

co
n

o
m

ics, an
d

 S
o

cie
ty

The M
ayflow

er C
om

pact w
as one of the first governm

ents in the U
.S

 that w
as not controlled by a king.

The com
pact w

as w
ritten to keep order and to establish rules for self-governm

ent. The signers agreed to w
ork together 

and obey and create law
s that w

ere “just and equal” and that w
ere m

ade for the “general good of the colony”.

The  M
ayflow

er C
om

pact played an im
portant role in shaping both the religion and the politics of the colony. 

It w
as first dem

ocracy established by E
uropeans in N

orth A
m

erica, w
ith elected governors and their assistants, a 

group w
ho m

ade law
s, voted, as w

ell as having a G
eneral C

ourt that claim
ed the sole right to tax, declare w

ar, and 
fram

e legislation

M
ost of the people w

ho signed the M
ayflow

er C
om

pact w
ere com

ing to A
m

erica to flee religious persecution, w
hich 

led m
any churches to be built and for law

s that allow
ed for religious freedom

.


